Development of delta opioid peptides as nonaddicting analgesics.
Although much effort has been devoted to opioid research since the identification of enkephalins, understanding of the physiological importance and mechanisms of action of endogenous opioids lags behind understanding of opiate alkaloids such as morphine. In recent years, several novel approaches have been refined with promise for the successful development of the long-awaited nonaddicting analgesics that act at the opioid delta receptor. The present communication reviews these efforts.